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Archivum Immunologiae et Therapiae Experimentalis

(AITE) was founded in 1953 by professor Ludwik Hirsz-

feld, the world-famous Polish physician and researcher in

the field of microbiology and immunology. At that time

Poland was experiencing a rapid progress in immunology

and related medical sciences, and creation of such a journal

was widely lauded. At the beginning AITE was published

in Polish, but after a few years English started to be used,

which enabled it to became an international journal. The

following were AITE Editors-in-Chief during its 60-years

history: Henryk Makower, Stefan Ślopek, Jerzy Giełda-

nowski, Anna Dubowska-Inglot and Andrzej Górski (since

1999). It was published by Polish Scientific Publishers

(PWN, Warsaw), Polish Medical Publishers (PZWL,

Warsaw), Ossolineum (Wrocław), Medical Science Inter-

national (Warsaw) and since 2006 it is published by

Springer Basel (formerly Birkhäuser).

In the course of its history the Journal has undergone

many basic changes, concerning both the scope and type of

the articles published. In the 1990s the Journal modified its

publication policy, changed the layout of its printed issues

and was inviting review papers from reputed scientists. We

are indebted to Dennis Shilts, our language editor who

passed away in 2010, for his enormous contribution to the

quality of the papers published. The quality of the Journal

is evidenced by increasing impact factor (IF): 0.793 (2002),

0.707 (2003), 0.663 (2004), 1.00 (2005), 1.635 (2006),

1.689 (2007), 1.432 (2008), 1.989 (2009), 2.385 (2010). In

2010 AITE ranked third among Polish scientific journals,

included in JCR data bases. The self-citation rate (4–6%) is

exceptionally low when compared with other scientific

journals (12.4%).

AITE has become a truly international periodical with a

great potential to continuously rise its position among

immunological journals. Some of our articles are cited

by most reputed scientific journals, e.g. Science, Nature,

J Immunol, J Exp Med, Proc Natl Acad Sci USA.

AITE strengthens the position of Ludwik Hirszfeld

Institute of Immunology and Experimental Therapy, Polish

Academy of Sciences, one of the leading scientific insti-

tutions in Poland.
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